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THE  REVIVAL  OF  SECTIONAHSM. 


When  Abraham  Lincoln  and  Stephen  A.  Douglas  had  their  ...^; 

famous  Senatorial  contest  on  the  stump  in  Illinois,  the  question  ;'■ 

discussed  tv^s  whether  slavery  should  be  rigidly  excluded  from 
all  the  Territories  of  the  United  States.  Upon  this  proposition 
Lincoln,  who  often  had  occasion  during  the  debate  to  show  that 
he  was  not  an  abolitionist,  but  a  slavery  restrictionist,  took  the  ,i^_ 

affirmative.  Douglas  advocated  squatter  sovereignty,  or  that  the 
people  who  first  held  possession  of  the  soil  of  a  Territory,  making  ' }. 

their  homes  upon  it,  should  be  free  to  manage  their  own  domes- 
tic institutions,  slavery  included,  iu- their  own  way.  The  aggres- 
sive antislavery  men  were  dissatisfied  with  Lincoln,  because  he 
did  not  make  war  upon  slavery  within  the  States,  with  a  view  to  .  '-^ 

its  ultimate  destruction.  The  vehement  proslavery  men  declared 
hostility  to  Douglas,  and  demanded  the  recognition  of  the  doc- 
trine that  the  Constitution  carried  slavery  throughout  the  Terri- 
tories ;  that  the  holders  of  slaves  had  the  right  under  the 
Constitution  to  call  upon  the  authorities  of  the  United  States  to 
protect  them  in  their  peculiar  property,  save  within  the  free 
States,  where  they  were  entitled  only  to  the  return  of  fugitives. 

It  was  the  recognition  of  the  wise  moderation  of  Lincoln, 
aided  by  certain  local  advantages  and  strokes  of  generalship  in 
the  management,  that  caused  the  nomination  that  was  made  by 
the  Chicago  National  Republican  Convention  of  1860.  It  was 
the  antagonism  of  the  slavery  extensionists  to  Douglas,  who 
was  held  to  be  unsound  from  the  Southern  point  of  view,  be- 
cause he  would  allow  the  squatters  to  exclude  slavery  from  the 
Territories,  that  disrupted  the  Charleston  Convention,  caused 
the  Democratic  conventions  held  in  Baltimore,  and  placed  two 
Democratic  Presidential  tickets  in  the  field,  preparing  the  way 
for  the  election  of  Lincoln  to  the  Presidency.  Mr.  Lincoln's 
election  was  strictly  upon  the  ground  of  opposition  to  the'nA^y::;  ^ 

'^'.■'    .  x4      • 
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tionalization  of  slavery.  The  Democratic  party  had  divided^ 
and  80  provided  the  conditions  of  defeat,  on  the  question  whether 
it  should  take  the  position  that  slavery  was  national  and  freedom 
sectional. 

The  representatives  of  the  political  power  of  slavery  in  the 
Charleston  Convention  were  in  the  habit  of  saying  that  they 
regarded  the  form  abolitionism  took  with  Douglas  quite  as  offen- 
sive as  that  which  it  assumed  with  other  abolitionists,  and  it  was 
one  of  their  favorite  expressions  that  they  had  no  choice  between 
men  who  refused  them  the  constitutional  protection  of  their  prop- 
erty J  and  this  was  always  coupled  with  the  declaration  that  they 
would  not  allow  their  reserved  rights  to  be  disregarded  in  any 
case.  They  implied  that  it  was  no  less  their  purpose  to  with- 
draw from  the  Union  upon  the  election  of  Douglas,  than  in  the- 
event  of  the  election  of  one  who  had  still  further  developed  the 
antislavery  fanaticism.  It  is  diflBcult  to  believe  they  were  in 
earnest  about  this ;  but  it  was  the  logic  of  their  attitude.  They 
had  for  some  years  been  ihreatening  the  dissolution  of  the 
Union  by  State  secession  in  various  contingencies,  and  the  great 
mass  of  the  people  of  the  United  States  did  not  realize  that  they 
were  terribly  in  earnest.  Indeed,  the  eyes  of  the  people  did  not 
seem  to  be  opened  until  the  bombardment  of  Fort  Sumter. 
Then  the  opinion  was  formed  "that  the  programme  of  the 
secessionists  had  been  carefuUy  arranged  with  the  view  to 
disunion ;  that  the  action  of  the  extreme  Southern  delegations, 
in  the  Charleston  Convention,  which  resulted  in  adjournment  to 
Baltimore  and  final  division  and  defeat,  was  caused  by  con- 
spiracy ;  and  that  the  Southern  disunion  element  had  promoted 
the  election  of  Lincoln,  that  an  excuse  might  be  found  for 
the  call  of  conventions  of  States,  that,  in  the  phrase  of  the  day, 
they  might  exercise  their  highest  sovereign  capacity  in  the 
adoption  of  ordinances  of  secession. 

Throughout  the  Presidential  campaign  of  1860,  the  charge 
that  was  incessantly  hurled  at  the  Republicans  was  that  they 
were  a  sectional  party.  The  fact  that  they  declared  that  slavery 
should  not  be  made  national,  and  that  slavery  was  a  despotism 
that  permitted  no  discussion  within  its  boundaries ;  that  there 
was  no  such  thing  as  freedom  of  speech,  or  press,  or  suffrage, 
in  slave  States ;  the  fact  that  slavery  was  a  tyranny  that  was- 
utterly  implacable,  and  insisted  upon  the  "  irrepressible  conflict"; 
that  intolerance  was  its  vital  principle, —  by  no  means  mitigated 
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but  rather  sharpened  and  emphasized  the  violence  with  which 
the  reproach  of  sectionalism  was  directed  upon  idl  who  were 
not  submissionists  to  slaverj'. 

An  effort  was  made  during  the  war  to  weaken  the  national  in 
behalf  of  the  sectional  cause,  by  appealing  to  the  local  pride  of  the 
North-west  and  seeking  to  arouse  the  West  to  antagonize  the  East. 
This  was  so  complete  a  failure  that  it  has  hardly  made  a  place  for 
itself  in  history,  but  it  should  have  recognition  as  the  meanest 
and  most  vicious  shape  taken  by  Northern  sympathy  with  the 
Southern  rebellion.  There  are  traces  in  some  of  the  speeches 
of  public  men  of  Oliio  and  Indiana — who  were  opposed  to  the 
United  States  in  the  war — of  the  theory  that  there  was  a  com- 
munity of  interest  in  the  States  of  the  Mississippi  valley  and 
that  they  should  take  care  of  themselves  in  common ;  but  these 
are  marks  of  dishonor  blacker  than  distinct  treason  in  waging 
war  against  the  Government,  for  they  meant  a  diversion,  under 
false  pretenses,  against  those  who  were  fighting  for  the  nation. 
There  was  no  sectionalism  that  was  not  of  slavery,  and  there  is 
no  sectionalism  not  peculiar  to  the  territory  where  slavery  existed 
and  that  is  not  a  crop  raised  from  the  seed  of  that  institution. 

Surely  the  solid  South  represents  no  principle  that  can  be 
defined  in  the  business  affairs  of  the  country.  It  is  the  result 
of  rebellion  against  the  establishment  of  manhood  suffrage. 
It  is  Democratic  on  account  of  the  criminal  intimacy  of  the  re- 
lations between  the  Democratic  party  and  the  rebellion  of  the 
slaveholders.  It  ignores  the  unparalleled  generosity  of  the 
victorious  people  of  the  United  States  when  the  Southern 
revolt  was  overcome  by  force  of  arms.  It  assumes  the  broad 
and  equitable  acts  of  reconstruction  to  have  been  impositions 
and  insulting  to  a  fallen  foe.  It  disfranchises  more  than  a  mill- 
ion citizens,  and  complacently  boasts  of  the  powers  by  which 
the  gravest  obligations  are  evaded,  and  the  registration  in  legal 
form  of  a  ruling  class  is  substituted  for  the  fair  return  of  the 
popular  majority.  It  has  come  to  this,  that  the  most  certain 
Democratic  States  in  the  Union  for  presidential  purposes  are 
those  that  are  best  known  to  contain  a  large  majority  of  Re- 
publicans. 

The  work  of  reconstructing  the  conquered  territory,  when 
the  armies  of  the  rebellion  had  succumbed  and  dispersed,  was 
one  of  the  greatest  delicacy.  Perhaps  it  overtasked  our  states- 
manship.    There  was  an  overpowering  Northern  sentiment  in 
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favor  of  giving  those  who  had  been  defeated  good  terms.  The 
very  completeness  of  the  victory  that  had  been  gained,  and  the 
enthusiasm  aroused,  caused  the  greatest  auxiety  that  "  our  friends 
the  enemy,"  under  bayonet  rule,  should  be  dealt  with  in  the  large- 
hearted  spirit  of  Republicanism.  It  was  assumed  that  slavery 
was  gone  forever,  and  with  it  all  its  train  of  hoiTors  and  disabili- 
ties, including  sectionalism  iu  politics,  and  that  we  must  show 
ourselves  worthy  of  so  mighty  a  triumph  by  dealing  gently  with 
those  who  had  erred  and  surrendered.  There  was  intense 
impatience  with  the  delays  iu  completing  the  structure  of 
freedom  and  crowning  the  edifice.  It  was  a  painfid  thing  that 
the  gallant  Confederates — of  whose  good  qualities  as  soldiers 
there  was  an  awful  sufficiency  of  evidence — should  not  have  the 
right  of  suffrage,  and  immediately  enter  upon  their  duties  as 
citizens  of  the  great  republic,  free  at  last  from  shore  to  shore. 

This  was  the  spirit  of  the  North  in  the  hour  of  unqualified 
victory,  entering  upon  the  work  of  rehabilitating  the  shattered 
States  that  had  attempted  secession.  After  the  war  was  over, 
no  atonement  of  blood  was  exacted.  The  martyrs  to  political 
principles  in  the  South  ever  since,  black  and  white,  have 
been  the  friends  of  the  nation.  The  perplexity  was  as  to 
the  colored  people.  The  question  was  whether  those  who  had 
been  emancipated  should  be  enfranchised.  The  people  of  the 
United  States  who  had  reestablished  over  every  part  of  the 
national  domain  the  authority  of  the  general  Government,  had 
acquired  all  the  rights  over  the  restored  States  that  successful 
war  ever  gave  anybody.  If  not,  what  was  the  use  of  the  war  at 
all  ?  The  assumption  that  the  use  we  had  for  the  Southern 
Confederates  was  to  call  them  back  at  the  point  of  the  bayonet 
to  resume  under  new  auspices  the  old  function  of  the  repre- 
sentatives of  the  slave  power  to  govern  us,  according  to  their 
interpretation  of  the  Constitution  and  of  their  own  importance 
that  had  forced  the  war,  may  be  asserted,  but  can  hardly  be 
maintained. 

Naturally  those  who  had  been  distinguished  as  antislavery 
men  were,  in  the  transition  state  of  the  country  following  the 
war,  highly  influential,  and  the  basis  of  their  principles  was 
the  steadfast  observance  of  the  rights  of  man.  It  was  their 
doctrine  that,  of  all  men,  the  poor  man  most  needed  the  ballot. 
It  was  bis  right,  his  defense,  his  weapon.  It  was  the  one  thing 
needful  for  the  security  of  those  who  had  yesterday  been  slaves. 
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Men  were  not  disfranchised  in  the  great  free  States  for  ignorance, 
or  on  account  of  complexion  or  race  or  color.  Why  should  there 
be  discrimination  against  the  poor  man  in  the  South,  in  the 
land  where  he  had  been  oppressed  ?  Were  his  wrongs  reasons 
why  he  should  be  left  without  political  force  to  help  himself  ? 
And  here  two  great  currents  ran  together :  the  enthusiasm  for 
the  magnanimous  treatment  of  the  whites  of  the  South,  who 
had  participated  in  the  rebellion  and  lost  their  political  rights, 
and  the  sentiment  that  favored  placing  the  millions  of  slaves 
delivered  from  bondage  by  the  military  arm  upon  the  solid 
ground  of  unqualified  citizenship.  'The  flood  coiUd  not  be  re- 
strained by  those  who  thought  dangers  were  discernible,  and 
the  policy  of  reconstruction  that  carried  was  that  of  universal 
amnesty  and  impartial  suffrage. 

The  Confederate  overcome  by  force  of  arms,  and  the  freed- 
man  whose  fetters  had  been  severed  by  the  sword,  were  joined 
together  as  citizens.  This  was  the  controlling  consideration  of 
the  treaty  of  peace  between  the  warring  sections  that  was  written 
in  the  amendments  of  the  Constitution,  and  the  execution  of 
the  policies  defined  was  in  the  nature  of  a  treaty  obligation 
binding  upon  all  American  citizens.  Under  the  system  thus 
established  we  have  had  twenty  years'  experience.  It  cannot 
be  truthfully  said  that  all  has  been  right  on  one  side  of  a  line, 
and  all  wrong  on  another.  The  problems  before  the  Southern 
people  have  not  been  easy  of  solution.  Indeed,  they  have  com- 
bined almost  all  the  elements  of  difficulty  known  among  men  in 
the  constitution  of  society  and  the  administration  of  govern- 
ment. The  chances  are  there  would  have  been  better  solutions 
than  seem  now  to  be  at  hand,  if  it  had  not  been  for  the  demands 
of  partisan  spirit,  particularly  the  unprincipled  character  of  the 
Democratic  party,  which  left  it  free  to  encourage  any  prejudice 
that  would  give  it  aid,  and  to  enter  upon  aU  intrigues  for  the 
a<;cumulatiou  of  forces  in  an  obstinate  struggle  for  power,  look- 
ing only  to  the  spoils,  the  revenges,  and  the  gratified  vanities  and 
conceits  that  success  would  bring.  The  party  was  ready  for 
any  mischief,  and  has  accomplished  that  which  is  an  immense 
misfortune. 

The  States  that  maintained  slavery  until  the  emancipation 
that  the  sword  gave  received  in  the  adjustments  of  reconstruc- 
tion thirty-seven    representative   electoral  votes,  and   one  old 
slave  State  became  two  free  States,  so  that  the  political  power 
VOL.  CXL. — NO.  340.  IG 
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of  the  South  as  a  section  was  increased  to  an  extent  greater  than 
that  of  the  greatest  of  the  States,  New  York.  This  was  the 
representation  of  the  enfranchisement  of  the  freedman,  and 
compensation  for  the  restoration  of  all  the  rights  of  citizenship 
to  those  who  had  been  in  rebellion.  The  solidification  of  the 
South  for  the  Democratic  party  hjis  been  achieved  by  disregard- 
ing the  politicixl  rights  and  personal  wishes  of  the  colored  citi- 
zens, and  this  very  vote,  thus  conferred  upon  the  South,  has  by 
the  wrong  described,  which  is  a  violation  of  the  treaty  obligation 
that  closed  the  war  and  ended  the  military  occupation  of  the 
conquered  country,  resulted  in  the  election  of  a  Democratic 
P*resident  and  a  majority  of  Democrats  in  the  next  House  of 
Representatives. 

The  Union  has  not  been  reunited,  as  claimed  by  Mr.  Watte^- 
son  in  his  paper  in  the  January  number  of  this  Review,  but 
sectionalism  in  its  worst  form  has  been  revived.  The  terms  in 
which  the  claim  has  been  made  that  the  unity  of  the  country 
has  just  been  reestablished  are  full  of  insult  and  menace.  They 
imply  that  the  susceptibilities  of  the  South,  her  provincialisms, 
localisms,  and  peculiarities  must  be  humored,  cultivated,  and 
extended,  made  the  core  of  our  nationality,  and  confessed  alone 
to  impart  its  true  flavor.  Just  as  in  other  days  it  was  the  habit 
of  the  advocates  of  the  divine  right  of  the  slave  power  to  rule 
the  land,  to  charge  upon  those  who  held  that  the  freedom  of 
the  Territories  should  be  maintained,  that  they  were  the  enemies 
of  the  Union  and  the  disturbers  of  the  peace, —  that  they  were 
sectional  politicians  and  narrow-minded  wretches,  who  were 
breeders  of  war  and  destroyers  of  commerce, —  so  it  is  to-day 
the  fashion  of  the  bosses  of  the  solid  South  and  their  serfs  to 
assail  aU  who  object  to  the  methods  by  which  the  South  is  solidi- 
fied, and  to  the  inequalities  of  citizenship  and  of  States  that 
follow,  and  assert  that  they  are  carrying  on  a  sectional  warfare 
and  are  to  be  held  responsible  for  the  revival  of  sectionalism. 
The  misdemeanor  of  sectionalism  belongs  to  the  section  that 
was  unhappily  distinguished  for  slavery  and  rebellion  and. the 
war  caused  by  the  aggressiveness  of  the  politicians  who  rep- 
resented the  survival  of  barbarism  into  our  times.  The  Demo- 
cratic party  rests  upon  this  section,  and  upon  the  fraud  that 
controls  in  one  mass  153  electoral  votes ;  and  it  cannot  fail  to 
be  subordinated  to  that  fraud,  which  is  one  of  such  stupendous 
proportions  that  aU  others  in  our  history  are  dwarfed  in  com- 
parison. 
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If  these  things  are  denied,  it  must  be  upon  the  presumption 
that  we  should  never  have  opposed  the  extension  of  slavery,  ,j, 

and  never  should  do  anything  to  cause  the  displeasure  of  the  y^ 

master  class  of  the  South.     Before  the  war  this  class  held  mill-  .  '[ 

ions  of  slaves,  and  wanted  the  run  under  the  Constitution  of 
all  the  Territories  for  the  making  of  more  slave  States,  that  the  ! 

slaveholders  might  be  the  ruling  caste  of  the  nation.     If  the  4 

present  attitude  of  the  Democratic  party  is  right,  the  opposition  'i 

to  the  rule  of  the  slaveholders  has  been  wrong  from  the  first; 
and  every  step  the  Republicans  have  taken,  from  the  election  of 
Lincoln  to  the  defeat  of  Blaine,  has  been  a  crime. 

It  is  not  disputed  in  the  old  strongholds  of  the  slave  oligar- 
chy, where  the  fire-eaters  were  bred  in  fiery  politics  to  interpret  -;  \  f: 
the  Constitution  as  a  slavery-preserving  and  slavery-extending             '/-V  (\ 
instrument,  that  the  fundamental  doctrine  to-day  is,  that  this              ij- 
must  be  a  white  man's   government,  with  all  that  the  phrase             'J, 
signifies;  and  it  means,  among  other  things,  that  the  emanci-             ^" 
pated  slaves  are  enfranchised  only  so  far  as  the  whites  please  to 
permit.     They  may   vote   the   Democratic   ticket,  but,  in  the 
States  actually  contested,  that  is  as^far  as  they  can  go.                              '      - 

Senator  Brown,  of  Georgia,  said  in  his  speech  at  Atlanta, 
rejoicing  over  the  election  of  the  Democratic  candidate  for  the 
Presidency :  '  /    ^ 

"  If  the  Republicans  had  not  given  the  ballot  to  the  colored  race,  and  the  .  ^'?';f    .j 

Southern  States  had  not  acquiesced  in  it,  the  South  would  have  had  a  smaller  -f  '  •';- 

number  by  thirty-seven  in  the  Electoral  College  than  she  now  has.     This  ^T 
tcouid  Imve  turned  the  scale  in  the  present  election,  and,  instead  of  the  general 
rejoicing  over  the  Union  in  our  Democratic  success,  the  Republicans  would  have 

been  exulting  over  the  success  of  their  candidate."  -/t 

And  yet  not  one  colored  citizen  from  Pennsylvania  to  Mexico  /*'f 

cast  a  vote  that  had  an  appreciable  influence  upon  the  choice  of 
a  single  Presidential  Elector.  .:  ^?^ 

It  may  not  yet  be  offensively  sectional  to  assume  that  it  is  of  f 

imp6rtance  to  assert  the  great  Republican  doctrine  of  fair  play  ']]i 

among  men,  and  maintain  the  equality  of  the  capacity  of  the  ik 

citizens  of  the  several  States  in  the  affairs  of  the  general  Grov- 
emment.  Even  if  the  doctrine  were  established  that  the  war 
was  constitutional  only  on  the  part  of  the  Confederate  States,  it 
would  be  hard  to  sustain  the  proposition  that  citizens  who  took  ,      % 

tip  arms  to  destroy  the  Union  should  have  twice  as  much  power  i;} 
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in  the  election  of  Presidents  and  Houses  of  Representatives  as 
those  who  fought  tu  preserve  the  Union.  There  are  striking 
points  of  similarity  between  the  States  of  Georgia  and  Ohio, 
and  comparisons  have  often  been  made  between  them.  In 
Ohio,  at  the  Presidential  election  of  1884,  the  average  popular 
vote  for  each  Presidential  Elector  was  37,371,  and  in  Georgia 
14,284.  Such  inequality  apparent  in  several  States,  and  year 
after  year  having  such  momentous  consequences  as  determin- 
ing Presidential  elections  and  the  political  complexion  of  the 
popular  house  of  Congress,  must  ultimately  raise  what  has  been 
termed  "  the  primal  question  of  manhood."  The  non- voting  per- 
centage of  voters  in  Georgia,  computing  by  the  census  tables  and 
the  election  returns,  is  sixty-one;  in  Ohio, twelve.  The  application 
of  the  fact  is  made  by  the  statement  of  it,  and  it  is  not  worth 
while  to  multiply  illustrations.  The  rectification  of  the  wrong 
through  which  the  Democracy  gain  the  chief  magistracy  and 
the  majority  of  the  House  of  Representatives,  cannot  fail  to  be 
the  burning  issue  before  the  American  people  all  the  time 
until  justice  is  done  by  the  establishment  of  the  equal  rights  of 
the  people  who  did  not  go  into  rebellion  with  those  who  did. 

The  political  e\'il  to  the  country  of  slavery  itself  was  not 
as  far-reaching,  deplorable,  and  desperate  as  the  solid  Southern 
system  would  be,  if  tolerated  until  fixed  in  the  public  habit. 
That  the  people  of  the  free  North  should  be  expected  to  sit 
down  contented  under  an  outrage  upon  them  so  gigantic  as  the 
turning  of  the  votes  of  the  enfranchised  blacks  against  the 
national  cause,  and  restoring  the  old  Southern  boss  politicians 
to  their  ancient  supremacy,  is  not  reasonable. 

The  South  is  made  solid  for  tlie  Democratic  party  by  the 
methods,  and,  as  largely  as  the  lapse  of  time  permits,  by  the 
persons,  employed  in  solidifying  the  same  section  in  behalf 
of  rebellion.  The  majority  of  the  Southern  white  people  were 
not  rebels  when  the  defense  of  rebellion  was  forced  upon 
them  by  the  ruling  class  of  the  section,  and  they  are  not  bull- 
dozers now ;  but  the  injustice  that  is  done  the  colored  people  by 
depriving  them  of  that  share  of  their  political  rights  which  is 
especially  precious  and  important,  has  a  formidable  tendency  to 
increase  and  aggravation  j  and  no  agitation  can  be  so  dangerous 
as  that  an  evil  that  rises  up  to  overrule  the  nation  shall  be 
allowed  to  acquire  the  position  and  settled  ways  of  authority 
and  victory-.    The  most  hateful  and  injurious  pretension  of  the 
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times  is  that  the  whole  South  is  and  of  right  should  be  the 
property  of  the  unprincipled  and  unscrupulous  Democratic 
party.  A  sectionalism  so  degraded  as  is  implied  in  this  theory 
would  be  a  threatening  disgrace  to  the  nation. 

If  it  is  to  be  accepted  as  history  that  under  a  Republican 
administration  the  country  has  labored  under  a  long-continued 
dissolution  of  the  Union,  and  that  we  could  only  have  a  ''re- 
united Union "  under  Democratic  auspices,  it  must  be  assumed 
that  the  election  of  Abraham  Lincoln  was  a  sectional  aggression 
and  defiance  that  the  South  was  bound  to  resent;  that  the  war 
was,  in  the  language  of  Senator  Bayard,  "  inaugurated  by 
Abraham  Lincoln  and  his  Cabinet,"  and  was  unconstitutional ; 
that  the  invasion  and  conquest  of  the  Confederate  States  were 
high  crimes  against  mankind  and  in  flagrant  disregard  of  "  the 
compact"  of  sovereign  States,  which  was  all  that  the  Union 
could  claim  to  be  j  that  negro  suffrage  was  an  insulting  imposi- 
tion on  the  South,  which  the  whites  are  justified  in  circumventing 
by  all  the  means  in  their  power — by  the  superiority  of  the 
blood  and  brain  of  the  race,  as  has  been  so  often  recently 
asserted;  that  the  capture  (Jf  the  fifty-three  Electoral  votes 
that  would  be  Republican  wdth  free  voting  and  honest  counting 
in  the  South,  is  a  fair  retaliation  upon  the  Republicans  for  the 
increase  of  the  political  power  of  the  South  by  the  thirty-seven 
Electoral  votes  added  on  account  of  the  enumeration  of  the 
blacks  as  citizens ;  that  eveiything  that  has  been  done  by  the 
Republican  party  is  unconstitutional.  There  could  be  no  doc- 
trine more  revolutionary  and  destructive.  If  it  is  not  to  be 
permitted  to  speak  freely  of  these  things  now,  if  it  is  sectional 
to  proclaim  the  doctrine  of  the  freedom  and  equality  of  all 
citizens  of  American  nationality  supreme  over  all  States  and 
sections,  then  there  is  never  more  to  be  free  speech  or  fair  play 
in  America,  and  slavery  is  already  restored  in  its  most  debas- 
ing influences  ;  and  the  hideously  vulgar  despotism,  broken  by 
the  war,  is  reestablished  by  the  fij'st  Democratic  Presidential 
victory. 

The  Democratic  victory  must  be  considered  an  episode,  and 
not  accepted  as  a  settlement.  Southern  sectionalism  will  be 
outgrown  and  finally  overcome  by  the  weight  of  that  part  of 
the  country  whose  soil  was  not  poisoned  with  slaveiy  and  stained 
by  rebellion.  The  statistics  of  the  election  of  November  last  in 
the  thirteen  Southern  States  are  not  wanting  in  cheering  indi- 
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cations.     The  table  following  shows  the  Democratic  pluralities 
in  the  Southern  States  in  1880  and  1884 : 


iWote.  HaneoeVt. 

1.  Alabama 34,964 

2.  Florida 4,239 

3.  Georgia 48,085 

4.  Kentucky 42,762 

5.  Louisiana 27,0r>l 

6.  Maryland 15,191 

7.  Mississippi 40,896 

8.  Missouri  55,042 

9.  South  Carolina 54,241 

10.  Tennessee 21,892 

11.  Texas 108,835 

12.  Virginia 44,337 

13.  West  Virginia 11,148 


508,683 
Decrease  of  Democratic  plurality,  1884,  from  1880 


Clttxland'B. 

33,529 

3,735 

46,064 

34,839 

16,193 

11,233 

33,001 

33,059 

48,157 

9,180 

132,168 

6,141 

4,221 

411,520 

97,163 


The  following  shows  the  differences  of  the  increase  and  de- 
crease in  the  total  of  the  Democratic  and  Republican  vote  in 
1884  in  the  States  named,  as  compared  with  1880 : 


Dem.- 


Siate 

1.  Alabama Increase 

2. 
3. 
4. 
5. 
6. 


1,788 

Florida Increase  3,841 

Georgia Decrease     7,961 

Kentucky Increase  3,893 

Louisiana Decrease  2,527 

Maryland Increase  3,226 

7.  Mississippi Increase  760 

8.  Missouri Increase  27,379 

9.  South  Carolina  ....  Decrease  42,422 

10.  Tennessee Decrease  3,689 

11.  Texas Increase  68,881 

12.  Virginia Increase  17,521 

13.  West  Virginia Increase  9,926 

In  Delaware,  there  was  a  decline  in  the  Republican  vote.  In 
Arkansas,  Blaine  received  8,000  votes  more  than  Garfield,  and  in 
North  Carolina  10,000  more.  The  Tennessee  Republicans  have 
made  their  great  and  beautiful  State  the  most  interesting  politi- 
cally in  the  Union.  They  elected  fifty  members  of  the  General 
Assembly  and    three  members  of  Congress,  and  they  carried 


Increase 

3,223 

Increase 

4,345 

Decrease 

^,940 

Increase 

11,816 

Increase 

8,331 

Increase 

7,184 

Increase 

8,655 

Increase 

49,362 

Decrease 

36,338 

Increase 

16,401 

Increase 

35,248 

Increase 

55,717 

Increase 

16,853 
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their  ticket  for  Kaib-oad  Couiiiiissioiiers  by  a  majority  of  8,602. 
The  R^pubbcan  Executive  Coininittee  claim  that  their  State  will 
be  the  first  to  break  the  crust  of  the  solid  South,  and  the  fol- 
lowing figures  of  the  result  in  November  justify  the  claim: 

In  1880  Hancock  received  a  majority  of 16,132 

In  1884  Cleveland  received  a  majority  of 7,092 

Showing  a  decrease  in  the  Democratic  majority  of 9,040 

In  1880  Garfield  received  a  vote  of 107,677 

In  1883  Blaine  received  a  vote  of 124,078 

An  increase  in  the  Republican  vote  of 1 6,401 

In  1882  Bate  and  Fussell  for  Governor  had  a  vote  of 123,420 

In  1884  Bate  for  Governor  had  a  vote  of 132,103 

Decrease  in  Democratic  majority  for  Governor  of 25,965 

In  1882  Hawkins  for  Governor  received  a  vote  of 90,660 

In  1884  Reid  for  Governor  received  a  vote  of  125,308 

Increase  of  Republican  vote  for  Governor  of 34,648 

Next  to  Tennessee,  the  most  promising  Southern  States 
politically  are  the  two  Virginias  and  Missouri.  These  are  the 
border  States  of  the  solid  South,  as  they  were  of  the  Southern 
Confederacy,  and  the  feeling  of  those  uppermost  is  that  they 
are  voting  as  they  shot,  for  the  supremacy  of  the  section,  and 
that  their  satisfaction  must  always  be  preliminary  to  peace. 
Kentucky  will  perhaps  be  the  slowest  in  regeneration  of  the 
States  whose  pride  is  in  low  latitude  and  high  temper  and  tem- 
perature. Her  movement  is  gradual,  and  several  Presidential 
elections  are  likely  to  take  place  before  she  becomes  doubtful. 
The  hottest  places  of  the  solid  South  in  politics  are  not  on  the 
shores  of  the  Gulf  of  Mexico,  but  on  the  Kentucky  bank  of 
the  Ohio  river.  It  is  there  that  the  election  of  Cleveland  is 
held  as  proof  that  they  have  but  to  go  right  on  as  they  have 
begun,  to  Southernize  the  nation  and  conquer  the  world. 

It  is  impossible  that  the  republic  should  be  made  perma- 
nently the  political  property  of  the  minority  class  of  the 
minority  section.  How  shall  the  change  that  is  unavoidable 
and  essential  to  the  peace  and  salvation  of  the  Government  and 
the  people  at  large,  be  made  ?  It  can  be  promptly  and  peaceably 
done  if  they  who  have  placed  themselves  in  the  wrong,  and  pre- 
sumed that  they  have  the  rights  of  rulers,  and  that  opposition 
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to  them  is  treason,  do  not  adopt  some  of  the  methods  of  resist- 
ance that  were  tried  in  1861.  A  critical  point  will  be  reached 
when  in  Missouri  and  Tennessee  the  Republicans  carry  those 
States  as  they  carried  Virginia  a  few  years  ago.  There  are 
reasons  to  hope  that  the  Kepublicans  in  the  Southern  States, 
where  a  majority  of  them  are  white  men,  will  not  acquiesce  in 
demonstrations  that  are  meant  to  establish  reigns  of  terror. 

The  hope  that  the  South  will  cure  herself  of  the  secondary 
form  of  the  disease  of  slavery  is  marred  by  the  success  of  the 
Democratic  party  in  the  late  Presidential  election.  The  old 
sectionalism  is  infljimed,  and  sinister  ambitions  that  had  slum- 
bered have  been  awakened.  The  task  upon  the  country  will 
not  be  as  easy,  so  far  as  the  South  is  concerned,  as  if  there  had 
been  an  unbroken  succession  of  Republican  administrations, 
but  the  experience  before  us  will  quicken  the  cause  of  Repub- 
licanism in  the  South,  and  forbid  the  further  indulgence  of  the 
personal  follies  and  the  factious  weaknesses  that  were  so  flagrant 
and  pernicious  through  the  late  campaign.  There  should  never 
again  be  a  doubt  of  the  defeat  of  a  Presidential  candidate  for 
whom,  without  reference  to  any  known  principle  or  policy  that 
could  be  avowed,  the  solid  South  is  arrayed.  «*. 

It  is  a  safe  presumption  that  the  Independent  Republican 
diversion  of  the  campaign  closed  in  November  will  not  be 
repeated.  When  the  lesson  of  the  gentlemen  engaged  in  that  ^/ 
fantastic  movement  is  finished,  there  will  be  a  coincidence 
between  the  completion  of  their  education  and  their  career,' 
and  those  encouraged  to  follow  their  example  will  be  cranks 
exclusively.     Political  prohibition  as  a   national    question  has  i 

been  made  odious,  and  there   are   no   sinners  so  repentant  as  i 

those  who  threw  away  votes,    on    men    who    were    bringing  ! 

reproach  upon  the  cause  of  temperance,  that  would  have  saved  I 

the  country  from  the  demoralization  of  the  Democratic  accession 
to  power.  The  division  of  the  Irish  vote  was  caused  by  enlight- 
ened influences  that  will  endure,  and  upon  lines  of  principles 
that  have  abiding  force. 

The  South  cannot  be  maintained  solidly  for  the  Democratic  ; 

party.     The  false  cries  arousing  race  issues  cannot  continually  i 

prevail.     The  old  bosses,  bred  in  slavery  and  rebellious  war,  are  ' 

entering  upon  their  last  lease  of  power.  What  is  to  happen 
before  the  races  live  peaceably  together  in  the  enjoyment  of 
equal  political  rights,  one  should  not  venture  to  say  crudely,  or  ! 
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without  acknowledgment  of  the  exceeding  gravity  and  embar- 
rassing nature  of  the  matters  involved.  We  may  be  sure  that 
the  rights  of  manhood  will  make  their  way.  If  we  are  to  include 
within  our  boundaries  a  British  India,  in  the  presence  of  a 
dominant  and  a  subject  race,  the  few  must  not  vote  for  the 
many  and,  through  a  representative  system  based  upon  the 
enumeration  of  all  as  equals,  make  other  States  as  well  as  their 
own,  and  whites  and  blacks  alike,  their  subordinates,  and 
assume  the  mastery  of  the  continent.  The  theory  that  they  can 
do  so,  and  that  to  resist  class  rule  in  a  section  is  the  highest 
of  political  offenses,  and  must  be  denounced  as  the  solemn  crime 
of  sectionalism,  is  preposterous. 

Possibly  the  Southern  race  troubles  may  be  adjusted  by  the 
drifting  of  the  population  into  communities  in  which  one  race 
or  the  other  would  have  overwhelming  preponderance,  and 
finally  into  white  and  black  States.  Whatever  takes  place, 
the  solid  South,  as  a  partisan  body,  under  the  control  of  the 
reminiscences  of  slavery  and  the  revenges  of  the  war,  must  pass 
away  before  the  progressive  development  of  the  nationality  of  the 
American  Republic.  It  may  be  by  the  conversion  of  the  border 
States  to  Republicanism,  or  by  the  process  of  the  growth  of 
black  and  white  States  by  the  natural  tendencies  of  the  races,  if 
the  extreme  Southern  whites  are  right  about  it  that  they  cannot 
live  together  as  political  equals ;  and  it  may  be  that  the  con- 
trast between  the  professions  and  performances  of  the  Demo- 
cratic party  will  prove  sufficient  warning  to  the  people  at  large 
to  make  the  hereafter  of  the  party  hopeless  until  it  is  reformed 
away  to  appear  in  better  shape.  But  if  there  is  not  in  these 
things  the  efficacy  claimed,  we  look  west  and  north  for  the  fairer 
skies  that  are  to  shine  over  the  future. 

The  solid  South  is  flanked  forever  on  the  Pacific  Coast.  All 
beyond  the  Rocky  Mountains  is  Republican.  Kansas,  the  dis- 
puted territory  when  the  question  arose  whether  freedom  or 
slavery  was  to  be  national,  ranks  with  Pennsylvania  and  Iowa 
as  a  Republican  State.  Southern  pride  and  prejudice  are  on  the 
retreat  in  Missouri.  Colorado  stands  like  a  Republican  sentinel 
in  the  heart  of  the  continent,  the  child  of  the  centennial  year, 
national  to  the  marrow,  and  free  to  the  finger-tips.  Between 
Lake  Superior  and  the  Pacific  Ocean  railroad  construction  has 
ceased,  the  work  accomplished,  and  State-building  is  far  ad- 
vanced.    There  are   the  Dakotas  and  Montana,  Wyoming  and 
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Washington,  soon  to  complete  the  magnificent  arch  of  Republi- 
can States  from  pcean  to  ocean.  The  superb  space 'from  the 
greatest  of  the  lakes  to  the  broadest  of  the  seas  is  allRepublican, 
as  the  November  majority  of  fifty  thousand  in  Dakota  splendidly 
proclaimed.  It  is  in  the  glory  of  this  broadly  based  and  gener- 
ous Republicanism,  invincible  and  luminous  with  liberty  span- 
ning the  continent,  that  the  darkness  of  the  cloudy  corner  of 
the  country  shall  at  last  fade ;  and  then  there  will  be  light  upon 
all  the  land- 

MURAT  HaLSTEAD. 


